CONNECTICUT INSTITUTE FOR COMMUNITIES, INC.
SCcHooL-BASED HEALTH CENTERS

“HEALTHY KIDS MAKE BETTER LEARNERS”

Testimony in Opposition to HB 7027, An Act Concerning the State Budget for the Biennium
Ending June 30, 2019

Senator Gerratana, Representative Dillon, Senator Somers, Representative Walker, Senator Osten,
and Senator Formica and members of the Committee. My name is Melanie Bonjour, and I am
Program Manager for five School Based Health Centers (SBHCs), operated under the umbrella of
Connecticut Institute For Communities, Inc. Greater Danbury Community Health Center, a Federally
Qualified Health Center. My SBHC sites are located in three Danbury public schools, a State
Technical School and in Newtown Middle School.

I am submitting this testimony in opposition to HB 7027, most notably the reductions to School
Based Health Center line item in the Department of Public Health budget.

SBHC’s make a significant positive difference in the lives of CT’s children. Attached are a selection
of testimonials recently written by students who have utilized the SBHC services at the Newtown
Middle School SBHC. Their honest and heartfelt words about the benefits of the health centers go far
beyond what I can say to illustrate the enormous impact the staff and services have made in their
emotional well-being of these fragile children.

School based health centers provide core social services with proven results. Services are delivered
where the children are - in school - and provide immediate access to care for many serious health
issues that impact school performance and academic success. SBHCs are one of the most cost-
effective ways to keep children healthy and attending school so they can continue to learn.

If the Governor’s proposed budget is adopted, these SBHC sites will experience reduced hours of
operation, likely closing before the end of the school year, and it is not unlikely that these vulnerable
children will experience relapse in their conditions.

On behalf of CT SBHC, I respectfully ask you and the entire State Legislature take action to continue
to help children by maintaining the current SBHC DPH budget line item.

Thank you for your time and attention.
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Melapie Bonjour

SBHC Program Manager

CT Institute For Communities, Inc.
BonjourM(@ct-institute.org

(203) 743-9760 ext. 404




The NMS SBHC needs your support

Please write a testimonial about the School Based Health Center on the form below,
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The NMS SBHC needs your support

Please write a testimonial about the School Based Health Center on the form below.
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The NMS SBHC needs your support

Please write a testimonial abaut the School Based Health Center on the form below,
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The NMS SBHC needs your support

Please write a testimonial about the School Based Health Center on the form below.
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Please write a testimonial about the School Based Health Center on the form below.
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